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First Games Dublin v 
Belfast, McCrory Park  

Kevin Armstrong plays

10,000 spectators 
attend McCrory Park

Father Flanagan 
(Boystown) attends

Games held in  
Harold’s Cross 

Greyhound Stadium

Casement Park  
opened - Games  

played there 

Lyndsey Davey plays  
in Casement Park

An Post stamp  
honours Liam Whelan

Dublin v full Antrim 
team for first time

Games in Parnell Park 
for the first time

First games 
in Dublin - 
Croke Park

Games played 
in Corrigan Park 

Liam Whelan 
plays

Dublin 
star Bernie 
Boothman plays

Girls  
participate for 
the first time

Cormac 
Costello plays 

Games were 
last event in 
Casement Park

Back to  
Corrigan Park/
McCrory Park 

Corrigan  
Park
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Focal ón gCathaoirleach
It is our great pleasure to return to Corrigan Park for 
the annual Cluichí na gCarad, Friendship Games, 
an event stretching back to it’s inception in nearby 
McCrory Park in 1932. 

Ta fior athas orainn a bheidh i gcontae Aontroma 
agus gabhaimid buiochas leis an gcoiste as ocht an 
failte.This year we bring a new squad of 90 children all 
eager and ready to participate in this historic event. 

This unique and iconic sporting exchange offers another opportunity to our young players to extend a sporting hand  
of friendship across the border.

Táimid ag súil go mór le lá iontach eile anseo i mBéal Feirste.

James Hayden
Cathaoirleach

Left: Alan Brogan 
with his father, 
Bernard, when he 
played v Belfast in 
Croke Park

Below: Cormac 
Costello in action v 
Belfast in 2004

The Evening Herald on April 8th 1935 reported that 10,000 people 
attended the games in 1934. 

Laoch 
Aontroma
Kevin Armstrong is regarded 
by many as the greatest ever 
Antrim dual star. He played 
for club and county from the 
1940s until the 1960s. In GAA 
Centenary year 1984, he was 
named at right full-forward 
in the centenary team of the 
century, composed of players who never won an 
All-Ireland. In 1988, he was awarded  an all-time All-
Star. Kevin played in a historic game in Corrigan Park 
in 1943 when Antrim beat ‘The Cats’ to become the 
first Ulster team to reach an All-Ireland final. 
Honours: 2 Ulster senior football championships,  
8 Ulster senior hurling championships, 4 Antrim 
senior hurling championships, 1 Antrim senior 
football championships, 4 Dr. Mc Kenna Cup medals, 
4 Railway Cups. 

The Irish Independent, April 28th 1934



  

STAMP OF APPROVAL FOR CUMANN BOY
On February 6th, 1958, a jet carrying the Manchester United football squad crashed on an icy 
runway in Munich, claiming 23 victims including 8 of the club’s best players. Among them was 22 
year old Liam ‘Billy’ Whelan, from the working class area of Cabra in North Dublin. Although only 
22, Liam had made a huge impression on the game. He scored 52 goals in 96 appearances for 
the club. He scored in an FA Cup final in front of 100,000 people in Wembley Stadium. One of the 
greatest English players, Bobby Charlton, who survived the crash, was a huge admirer of Whelan as man and as a player.

While in St. Peter’s NS, in Phibsboro, Liam was a star on Cumann na mBunscol winning teams 
including Corn Johnston, Mooney and O’Brien in 1948. He was also selected on the Dublin 
Cumann na mBunscol team to travel to Belfast for the annual friendly exchange that began 
in 1932. Former Cumann Chairman, Mossie O’Connor, who taught in the school remembers 
teachers talk of Whelan’s immense talent and his demeanour as a lovely boy in the school.

In what was an amazing tribute to this great player, and a signal honour for his family, a 
stamp, featuring Liam, beside the Munich memorial clock in Old Trafford, was issued by An 
Post on the 50th. anniversary of the tragedy in 2008. Cumann na mBunscol is proud that 

this wonderful soccer superstar, from a great Cabra family, shared his talent with us while a pupil in St. Peter’s NS in the 1940s.

FRIENDSHIPS STILL FRIENDSHIPS STILL 
GROWING STRONG
Many famous names have travelled on the Belfast Express
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Niall Scully, Evening Herald, June 25th, 2019 
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Cluichí na gCarad 2025
Camógaíocht Peil - Cailíní 

Peil - BuachaillíIomáint

Connie Hulsman Quinn
Ciara Mullins

Emily Brennan
Lara Geoghegan

Ellie Elukanlo
Niamh Byrne
Holly Finnerty

Ruby Ní Shearraigh
Freya Spelman
Millie Gargan
Sophie Hunt
Saoirse Baier
Robyn Garner

Anna McDermott
Ruby Mitchell
Amelia Dunne

Evie Kettle 
Ella Hughes
Múinteoir

Denise Mullins
Cúntóirí

Niamh Mullins
Fína O’Connor

Sophie Smith
Ruby Foley

Abigail Crowley
Aoife Buckley
Amelia Daly

Annie Rafferty
Fay O’Brien

Lily Reilly 
Isla Kane

Eve Kelleher
Maria Slevin
Jenna Byrne
Darcy Barry

Roisin Lowry
Tess O’Halloran
Lily-Mae O’Neill
Amelia Pollard

Evelyn Reilly

Múinteoirí 
James Beirne

Eimear Kearney

Oran O’Connor
Ronan Lynch

Tom Rockford
Eoin McPartlan
Seán Redmond
Luke McMahon

Rory Micks
Daire Horgan
Daniel Carey
Noah Murray

Kyle Brady
Kevin Ward

Eduardo Halpenny
Josh Dillon

Ultan Ó Móráin
Seán Rynne

Darragh Ryan

Múinteoirí 
Kevin Kealy

 John Curran

Tommy Brennan
Zachary Sheerin
Kyle Ó Currbuí
Harry Kiernan
Leo Gilmartin

James Hammel
Oscar Mac Gabhann

Tom Early
Rafa Nagle

Sam Colville
Fionn Ó Ceallaigh
Matthew Mulvey

Patrick Collins
Billy Sheehan
Casey Hayden

Theo O’Hanlon
Noah O’Donnell

Oscar Moran

Múinteoirí 
Pádraig Ó Conchubhair 

Diarmaid Eagney

Liathróid 
Láimhe

Fred Mackin, Alfie McCarron,  
Eoin O’Brien, Finlay Miller, Molly Hoey, 
Maya Przybylik, Shivonne Ogundipe,  
Mae O’Gorman Manager: Conor McElduff  
Comhairleach: Edna Timoney

Jerry Grogan - pro@cnmb.ie

Games’ coordinator Cian Lynch

Irish Independent, June 30th, 1933
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